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4. Сучасний англо-український юридичний словник: понад 75 тисяч англійських 

термінів і стійких словосполучень / Львів. нац. ун-т ім. І. Франка; уклад. Леся Василівна 

Мисик, Ірина Володимирівна Савка; за наук. ред. В. Т. Нор. – Київ: Ін Юре, 2018. 

(Бібліотека словників "Ін Юре"). 
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The development of a democratic society is a complex and multifaceted 

process that relies on legal frameworks to ensure transparency, accountability, and 

the protection of human rights. Democracy through law emphasizes the role of 

legal institutions in shaping political structures and promoting civic participation. 

This concept underscores the idea that democratic principles should be embedded 

in legal norms to guarantee equal rights, fair elections, and public trust in 

governance. 

The principle of democracy through law dates back to the ideas of ancient 

Greece and Rome, where early democratic governance relied on written codes and 

citizen participation. The Magna Carta (1215) established the foundation for 

constitutional governance, while the Enlightenment era introduced concepts of 

legal equality and separation of powers. In the modern era, the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the European Convention on Human 

Rights (1950) have reinforced the role of law in democratic governance. 

One of the fundamental aspects of democratic development is the rule of 

law, which ensures that all citizens are subject to the same legal standards. A 

strong legal system fosters stability, prevents corruption, and promotes public trust 

in government institutions. Countries that have successfully implemented 

democratic governance often exhibit a robust judiciary, independent regulatory 

bodies, and effective law enforcement mechanisms. The effectiveness of the rule of 

law depends on constitutional protections, impartial courts, and accessible legal 

recourse for all citizens. 

Despite significant progress, modern democratic societies still face 

numerous challenges. Among them is legal populism that is the rise of political 

movements that exploit legal loopholes to undermine democratic institutions. 

Some leaders manipulate legal frameworks to extend their power, weakening 

democratic norms. 

Political interference in the judiciary also weakens legal protections and 

limits impartial decision-making, leading to biased rulings and restricted human 

rights. 
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Nowadays as governance becomes increasingly digital, the protection of 

personal data and online freedom remains a pressing concern. In this case 

governments must balance security measures with civil liberties. 

Ensuring open access to law-making processes is essential for maintaining 

public confidence in democratic governance. Citizens should be actively engaged 

in policy debates and decision-making as democratic government presupposes. 

The problem of the contemporary world is the huge spread of 

misinformation and restrictions on press freedom which threatens democratic 

stability. Free and independent media should play a crucial role in holding 

governments accountable. 

At the same time, some countries demonstrate their adherence to the 

democtatic standards, among them is Germany. We can say that The German 

Constitutional Court plays a key role in safeguarding democratic principles, 

preventing abuses of power, and protecting fundamental rights. The Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms ensures strong legal protection for individual liberties and 

minority rights in Canada, serving as a model for other democracies. In South 

Korea transparent electoral laws and judicial reforms have improved governance, 

reinforcing public trust in democratic institutions. We will also mention 

international organizations that play a crucial role in promoting democracy through 

law. For example, the United Nations (UN) advocates for human rights and 

democratic governance worldwide. The European Union (EU) enforces democratic 

standards among member states, ensuring adherence to the rule of law. The 

Venetian Commission, an advisory body of the Council of Europe, provides legal 

expertise on constitutional reforms and electoral laws to strengthendemocratic 

institutions globally. 

To address contemporary challenges, democratic societies must reinforce 

legal safeguards by: strengthening judicial independence through constitutional 

reforms, enhancing legislative oversight and ensuring participatory law-making, 

expanding digital rights protections and cybersecurity regulations, promoting 

international legal cooperation to combat transnational threats, educating citizens 

on legal rights and democratic participation to foster an informed electorate. 

Conclusion 

The evolution of democracy is intrinsically linked to the development of 

legal frameworks thatguarantee justice, equality, and civic participation. By 

reinforcing legal principles and adapting to new societal challenges, democratic 

institutions can remain resilient and continue to uphold the rule of law. In an era of 

rapid political and technological changes, the commitment to democracy through 

law remains a vital component of global stability and prosperity. 
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