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society. In order to become a full-fledged member of the European democratic 

society, Ukrainians must get rid of the post-Soviet stereotypes and the Ministry of 

Education must make sex education of high quality. 
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Introduction. The Special Part of the Criminal Code of Ukraine contains 

offenses against sexual freedom and sexual integrity of a person. One of them is 

the criminal offense provided for in Article 152 of the Criminal Code of  Ukraine - 

rape. The necessity to research this topic is due to some changes in national 

legislation, which require research to optimize their application in practice. These 

changes need a balanced scientific understanding, particulary, in order to 

understand how successfully our country fulfills international legal obligations and 

recommendations. It is important to have deep understanding of the corpus delicti 

of this criminal offence, since the number of rapes has not only decreased, but it is  

increasing. 

Objectives. The main task is to research whether the changes in the article, 

which provides  criminal liability for rape fall within the scope of the law of 

Ukraine dated December 6, 2017, correspond to the provisions of the Istanbul 

Convention, and to analyze the qualification of corpus delicti in current Criminal 

Code of  Ukraine. 

Methods. We used the scientific and analytical methods for analysing  the 

legislation of Ukraine and international legal agreements. 

As a result of signing the Istanbul Convention in 2011 Ukraine has become 

the eleventh country in Europe (following Great Britain, Luxembourg, Belgium, 

Germany, Cyprus, Iceland and others) where sexual acts committed without the 
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voluntary consent of the partner qualify as rape or sexual violence. To implement 

the provisions of the Istanbul Convention, Law №  2227-VIII (2227-19) was 

adopted on December 6, 2017 and entered into force on January 11, 2019. It made 

some changes to Chapter IV of the Special Part of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. 

Point a of Article 36 of the Istanbul Convention provides that parties shall take the 

necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that the following intentional 

conducts are criminalised: 

a. engaging in non-consensual vaginal, anal or oral penetration of a sexual 

nature of the body of another person with any bodily part or object. 

Part 1 of Article 152 provides for criminal liability for сommitting sexual 

acts involving vaginal, anal or oral penetration into the body of another person 

using the genitals or any other item, without the voluntary consent of the victim 

(rape). 

Now we can see the difference between the Criminal Code of Ukraine and 

the Istanbul Convention in defining the concept of "rape". 

First of all, the convention calls for criminalizing sexual penetration itself, 

but Criminal Code of Ukraine sexual acts related to penetration (vaginal, anal, 

oral). 

We also want to note that the definition of the concept of "rape" as 

committing sexual acts involving vaginal, anal, or oral penetration into the body of 

another person using the genitals or any other item in the Criminal Code of 

Ukraine is not perfect, because the penetration itself by its very nature is already a 

sexual act. 

Secondly, Article 36 of the Istanbul Convention indicates "penetration of a 

sexual nature of the body of another person with any bodily part or object." Part 1 

of Art. 152 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine - for "penetration into the body of 

another person using the genitals or any other item." It is more expedient to apply 

the wording developed in the Istanbul Convention. 

Comparing the provisions of the Istanbul Convention and the Criminal Code 

of Ukraine, another question arises: "Why does the Criminal Code criminalize only 

sexual acts and does not criminalize inaction?" 

Accordingly the implementation of the provisions of the Istanbul 

Convention into the national legislation of Ukraine cannot be considered complete 

and perfect. 

It is very essential to analyze the corpus verdictum of this criminal offence. 

The object of rape is a person's sexual freedom or sexual integrity 

(depending on who is the victim). 

The objective side of rape consists in committing sexual acts involving 

vaginal, anal or oral penetration into the body of another person using the genitals 

or any other item, without the voluntary consent of the victim. 

The subject of this crime is a reprehensible (in particular, limited 

reprehensible) male or female person who has reached the age of 14. 

The subjective side of this criminal offense is characterized by direct intent. 
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Conclusion. To sum up, the provisions of Law № 2227-VIII dated 

06.12.2017, which were supplemented by the Criminal Code of Ukraine as a result 

of the implementation of the provisions of the Istanbul Convention, require 

revision and improvement. 
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In our time, information security is one of the main elements of society's 

security. With the rapid development of technologies and the worldwide Internet, 

threats to the regional and national security of states have grown rapidly. The rapid 

development of civilization creates a number of new challenges for humanity, in 

particular, the creation of a safe information space. The formation of the 

information society, the introduction of new technologies, in turn, create a number 

of new threats. 

We note that the study of information as a strategic resource for the 

development of humanity has shown that it can be reliable and relevant, new and 

outdated, but it cannot be transmitted, accepted or preserved in its pure form. Any 

information has its own carrier and is transmitted through communication 
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