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FREEDOM AS A SYMBOLIC MARKER OF
THE CAPITAL OF SIERRA LEONE

State cultural heritage programs build monuments to reinforce in nation building
efforts. These efforts often ignore the other, often more troubling memories preserved
by local communities — markers of colonial oppression, cultural genocide, and ethnic
identity. Yet questions of memory, heritage, identity and conservation are interwoven
at the local, ethnic, national and global level and cannot be easily disentangled [ ].

Freetown has various historical landmarks connected to its founding by
Americans, liberated African slaves, and West Indians. The Cotton Tree represents the
christening of Freetown in March 1792. In downtown Freetown is the Connaught
Hospital, the first hospital constructed in West Africa that incorporated Western
medical practices. Nearby is the King's Yard Gate built in stone with a statement
inscribed which reads "any slave who passes through this gate is declared a free man",
and it was this gate through which liberated Africans passed. Down by the Naval Wharf
are slave steps carved out of stone. Before Freetown was established, this was where
the Portuguese slave traders transported Africans as slaves to ships.

The area was first settled in 1787 by 400 formerly enslaved black people sent
from London, England, under the auspices of the Committee for the Relief of the Black
Poor, an organization set up by Jonah Hanway and the British abolitionist Granville
Sharp. These black people were African Americans, Afro-Caribbeans, Africans,
Southeast Asians, and black people born in Great Britain. They established the
'Province of Freedom' and the settlement of Granville Town. In March 1792, Nathaniel
Gilbert, a white preacher, prayed and preached a sermon under the large Cotton Tree.
The land was dedicated and christened “Free Town”.

The surveyors and the settlers built Freetown on the American grid pattern, with
parallel streets and wide roads, with the largest being Water Street. By 1798, Freetown
had between 300-400 houses with architecture resembling that of the United States —
stone foundations with wooden superstructures. Eventually this style of housing, built
by the Nova Scotians, would be the model for the “bodies” of their Creole descendants.

From 1808 to 1874, the city served as the capital of British West Africa. It also
served as the base for the Royal Navy's West Africa Squadron, which was charged with
enforcing the ban on the slave trade. When the squadron liberated slaves on trading
ships, they brought most to Sierra Leone, and Freetown in particular; thus, the
population grew to include descendants of many different peoples from all over the
west coast of Africa.
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0 IIMTAHHA ITPO ®IJIOCO®PIIO MICTA

CydacHi MICBKI JOCHIJKEHHS 4acTO MalOTh MUKIUCUUIUIIHAPHUI XapakTep.
Coriosoris, KyJabTypoJoOris, IiCTOpis, €KOHOMiKa, MICTOOyAyBaHHS, JIIHTBICTHKA,
TICUXOJIOT151, TIOJIITOJIOT 1S Ta 1HIII HAYKW aKTUBHO BKJIFOUCHI1 B IPOIIEC BUBUCHHSI MICTA.
Opnak icHye mpoOjieMa TOWIYKY MIClb 3ITKHEHHS JJii KOHCTPYKTHUBHOI'O
MDKIUCHMIUTIHAPHOTO — JIIaJioTy 3 MPUBOJY MicTa 1 MICBKOTO  IPOCTOpPY.
Pi3HOMaHITHICT, METOMIB, MIAXOAIB, MOB OIUCY HAYKOBUX IMPOOJIEM CTBOPIOE
TPYJHOII1 B KOMYHIKAIlIi MI>K JOCTITHUKAMH.

Cepen pI3HOMAHITTSI Cy4aCHUX MIAXO/IB 10 BUBYCHHS MICTa BUIUIAETHCS OJIMH,
AKUN MOKE CTaTH BIAMPABHOIO TOYKOIO JJISi MKIMCUUILIIHAPHOI B3a€MOJli, a came
JIOJUHOMIPHUM morfisaq Ha Micto. Tak, Hampukiaj, €KOHOMIKa Temep BpPaXOBYE
ICHyBaHHSl IppalllOHAJIbHO YUHHOTO CY0’€KTa, TIOBEAIHKY $IKOrO HEOOX1THO
BpaxoBYBaTH NpH MOOYJOBI €KOHOMIYHHUX Mojenedl micta [1]. Sk cmpaBemsiuBo
3a3Havyae PanionoBa JI. O., cyyacHe MicTOOynyBaHHS MPUXOAUTH JO TOrO, LIO B
MIPOIIEC MPOEKTYBAHHS KUTIOBUX OYJMHKIB 1 TBOPIB TOBUHHI BKJIIOUATHCS TTOTEHIIIMHI
iXH1 s)kuTeni, npocti ropoasHu [2]. Ha moyatky XX-ro cTomiTTs moyana po3BUBATHUCS
HayKOBa IIKOJIa TiJ Ha3BOIO «reorpadis IIOJWHUY», MPEAMETOM BHBYEHHS SIKOI €
00’ €KTH TTOBEPXH1 3eMJIi, OB’ sI3aH1 3 JIOJICHKOIO JTISIIBHICTIO.

Pa3zom 3 TUM HayKOBI IIKOJM, MUCIUIUTIHM 1 HAyKH 30€piraroTh BiIJIAHICTH
BJIACHOMY TpeaMEeTy, 00’ €KTy 1 MeToa0J0Tii. Buxia 3a 11 paMKu Ha JOTOAY IHIIUM
HayKaM 1 3apaayd BUOYIOBYBaHHA YpOAHICTUYHOTO [Iajory 3arpo’kKye€ BTPATOIO
o0NMYYsl 1 CBOET MOBM HAayKH, B KIHIEBOMY MiJICYMKY, BTpaTH il YHIKaJIbHOCTI 1
aKTYyaJbHOCTI.

O06’eHYI04010 TICTABOIO ISl HayK MPO MICTO MOXe cTaTh ¢uiocodid, sKa
MPEACTaBlg€ COOOI0 METOJOJIOTIYHY OCHOBY JJIS HAayKOBOIO 3HAHHS B3aralii.
K. Henwo3 1 @. I'Barrapi posrasganu inocodiro sk MOCTIMHE CTBOPEHHS KOHIICTITIB.
OcTaHH1 HE BIIKPHUBAIOTHCS, aje CTBOPIOIOThCS: «KOHIENTH HE YEKaroTh HAC BKE
rOTOBUMH, Ha 3pa30K HebecHMX TiN. Y KOHLENTIB He OyBae Hebec. IX mOTpiOHO
BUHAXOJUTU, BUTOTOBJISITU abo, CKOpilie, TBOPUTH, 1 0€3 MIANUCY TOro, XTO iX
CTBOpUB, BOHU Hilo» [3, c. 15]. Came TBOpumii moyatok ¢piunocodii 103BosE it BUNTH
3a paMKH METOZ0JIOT1i 0JiHI€T Hayku. He 3HaiiTH, a CTBOPUTH KOHIIENT, HA OCHOBI1 SIKOT'O
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